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ABSTRACTS OF RECENT DECISIONS. 445 

the third day of grace, though after protest, will be prematurely brought : 
Oothout vs. Ballard et al. 

In respect to the time for commencing a suit, there is no distinction 
between a note payable at a bank and one payable at large, or at the 
counting-house of the maker : Id. 



NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Practice in the Executive Department of the Government, under the Pension 
Bounty and Prize Laws or the United States. By Robert Skwell, Coun- 
sellor-at-law. New York : D. Appleton & Co., 1864. 

We have received a copy of this work through the courtesy of Mr. 
Childs, the Philadelphia publisher, and have examined it with some care. 
The body of the book consists of practical instructions, including forms, 
concerning bounty and pay of soldiers and sailors, living and deceased, 
artificial limbs and trusses, claims for horses and equipage, pensions, 
navy claims, prize-money, attorneys and claim agents, sutlers, pension 
surgeons, a synopsis of legislation in regard to military matters, including 
extracts from the Acts of Congress relating to bounty, pensions, &c, the 
articles of war, and the general orders of the war department. We have 
found the book very practical and intended partly for unprofessional read- 
ers, though the author very frankly states in his preface that there are 
some cases in which an intelligent person, unacquainted with legal forms 
will probably fail, even with the assistance of this book, in getting his 
proofs and documents into the shape required. We think such cases will 
be numerous, and therefore would not advocate an effort in this any more 
than in strictly legal proceedings to make every man his own lawyer. 
Naturally, much of this business will fall into the hands of lawyers, but 
the bar generally have no practical acquaintance with the proceedings in 
such cases, and no one who has any experience of them will question the 
justness of the author's confidence that the assistance of this book in one 
case, if he never has another, will save the lawyer three times its cost in 
time and trouble. J. T. M. 

Practice and Pleading in Actions in thb Courts of Record in the State of 
Nbw York, under the Code of Procedure and other Statutes where 
applicable. With an Appendix of Forms. By Henry Whittaker, Coun- 
gellor-at-law. Third edition in two volumes, pp. 890, 1111. Printed for the 
Author, 1863. 

The New York Code of Procedure has already been the occasion of 
many books of practice and pleading. There occur to us at this moment, 
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besides the book whose title is given at the head of this notice, Van 
Santvoord's Pleadings, Gould's Pleadings, adapted to the code ; Abbott's 
Pleadings, Tillinghast and Shearman's Practice, Voorhies's Annotated 
Code, and Howard's Code. While the Code itself is but a brief series of 
propositions, the commentaries upon it have already, within fifteen years, 
assumed a bulk greater than any work under the old system of practice. 
These books have been prepared on two distinct plans. One consists in 
mere annotations upon the sections of the Code in their regular order. 
While this plan is recommended by the convenience which it affords for 
consultation it, of necessity, involves defects in arrangement and repe- 
titions. Voorhies's and Howard's Codes adopt this system. The other 
plan consists in an orderly and systematic treatment of the whole subject 
of pleading and practice. Mr. Whittaker's work belongs to this class* 
We are glad to know that it has met with such acceptance, that it has 
passed through three editions. The author has been diligent and full in 
the collection of authorities, and has made a clear and methodical arrange- 
ment of the vast mass of his materials. His statement of the rules 
governing his subject is perspicuous and accurate. The work seems to be 
of a high order of merit, and is worthy of the patronage not only of the 
members of the profession in New York, but in the other states which 
have adopted its Code of Procedure. Without disparagement to other 
works upon this subject, it may be recommended to students as a pleasant 
and safe guide to the arid paths of practice. T. W. D. 

An Introduction to Municipal Law ; designed for General Readers and for Stu- 
dents in Colleges and Higher Schools. By John Norton Pomeroy, Counsellor-at- 
law. New York : Appleton & Co. 

We have received this excellent introductory treatise upon the element- 
ary principles of municipal law from the publishers, and had intended to 
notice it earlier, but the press of other duties has prevented. We have 
read large portions of the book with care, and we can say, in all sincerity, 
that we have never read two consecutive pages, without finding just cause 
for admiration, in the frank and manly declaration of sentiments, which it 
deeply concerns the youth of this country, and of this sad and dark day of 
our history, to understand and thoroughly to ponder. And the manner in 
which these earnest reflections are brought out, without obtrusion, and 
without offence, cannot fail to make them acceptable to all readers. 

An earnest and thoughtful man who speaks because the truth demands 
it, and with no selfish end to serve, will never offend any one. The book 



